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From the
Desk of...
Tryg Koch, President

Fear vs Faith
Montana producers have a lot of
uneasy decisions to make on a
yearly basis. Is it going to rain?
What crops to plant? How many
bushels should I contract? Are we
going to get a hailstorm? What
volume insurance should we
buy? And the list goes on! These
decisions are not always the easiest
ones to make. Fear of making the
wrong decision is always beating on
the door. We tend to look across the
fence and make sure the neighbor is
doing the same thing. Not sure why
we do that, but it tends to give us a sense of certainty that
things will be ok, and our decisions are correct. I ask the
question, “How do my neighbors know if they are making
the right decisions?”
Fear and Faith, both have us believing in something we
cannot see! Have you ever had regrets about a decision? For
example, having a fight with a family member or a business
partner? I am sure we have all had that feeling. We just made
an emotional and irrational decision. We feel bad and end
up asking for forgiveness or explain that we were just mad,
causing us to make bad decisions. That is fear working at
its finest!
How often do we think before we speak? Should we do that
more? What if you made the best decision possible based
on facts laid out in front of you? How would that affect
your decision? That would require us to have more faith in
ourselves. With the right facts, we made a non-emotional
decision. Likely, that decision would be the right one. Faith
will trump fear if we let it. It does not mean that we will
Continued on page 5
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Working for You...
Each month we provide some key areas where
MGGA leaders and staff have been working on
your behalf. Here is a sampling of important
issues and activities for February 2022:
EVP Vergeront has engaged with Pacific Northwest
Region Lower Snake River Coalition to help share the
support and benefits of the four Lower Snake River Dams
in Washington State. MGGA has joined this coalition to
oppose the idea of dam breaching to the PNW region
and the Nation, particularly considering recent proposals
to study, evaluate, or authorize removal of the 4 Lower
Snake River Dams. Vergeront has participated in several
congressional meetings with members of the Senate
Environment & Public Works and House Transportation
& Infrastructure Committees.
Leadership participated in the Winter Seminar series with
Montana Seed Growers Association. Dr. Jason Cook,
Spring Wheat Breeder, Montana State University spoke
about “MT Spring Wheat Breeding and Genetics.” On
February 8th - Cassidy Marn, Executive Director, MT
Wheat & Barley Committee and Staff presented on “Your
Checkoff Dollars at Works, an update from MW&B.”
MGGA Winter Board Meeting took place in Great Falls
for two days of Strategic Planning. Sarah Bohenkamp
from Colorado facilitated and we had a very productive
time. EVP Vergeront is working with leadership and
Sarah on next steps and implementation…stay tuned
for more!
Past President Konen and Treasurer Heilig participated
in the virtual National Barley Growers Association
board meeting. Top line items discussed included;
disaster assistance, research, Farm Bill and trade.
Konen and Heilig also spoke with the Montana
Congressional delegation on the impacts Barley growers
are experiencing.
After many years in the making, the Montana Grains
Foundation hosted a celebratory dinner for the donors
of the Norm Asbjornson Plant Sciences Endowed Chair.
MGGA looks forward to working with Dr. Mendu as he
serves as the chair.
MGGA Officers hosted a
virtual listening session to
give an association update,
discuss policy and field
questions. VP Keane spoke
about his leadership training
with Bayer and Wheat
Industry Winter Conference.
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Executive Vice President’s Address

Winter Board Meeting
The board of directors gathered in
Great Falls for two very cold and
wintery days at the beginning of
February. President Koch was able to
make a record time in accomplishing a
board meeting in less than a few hours.
At the beginning of a board meeting,
traditionally directors give reports on
their districts. Most directors gave
their updates in three words: Cold. Dry. Windy. A few
business items the board discussed include; increasing
fees for convention and golf tournament, Farm Bill,
member benefits and marketing opportunities. Stay tuned
for more to come!
The majority of our board
meeting was spent with Sarah
Bohenkamp from Colorado
who
facilitated
strategic
planning for MGGA.
It
was incredible to watch
the directors engage with
the facilitator, other board
members, officers and myself.
I am so proud to be able to
work with such a passionate
and forward thinking group
of farmers.
I learned so
much just listening to conversations between directors
and the conversations we had as a whole. We discussed
the importance of advocacy, education, marketing,
research, policy and
partnerships.
We
revisted our mission,
vision and strengths.
We brainstormed about
who our stakeholders
are
vs
our
key
stakeholders.
And
ultimately reorganized
our priorities. Over the
next several months, I
will work with our facilitator and MGGA officers on just
how we will execute our priorities.
Agriculturally yours,

Alison Vergeront
MGGA Executive Vice President
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Continued from page 2

make the right decision every time, in my experience only God
can do that, but it will give you the confidence to make the best
decision you can. Stop kicking the can down the road! We can
only learn from our mistakes and if we can do that, we will
never fail. That is how Faith trumps Fear.
How do we know that our neighbors are making the right
decisions for their farm? Your neighbor is making the best
decisions based on their faith and experiences as well.
Together, we can help each other make good decisions,
neighbors helping neighbors. Sometimes that means we may
not like the advice given to us, but it just might help you make
a better non-emotional decision at the time. It is ultimately,
your choice how to use the information.
As officers of the MGGA we are always looking for issues
that need to be addressed. Without our Membership and Board
of Directors, we have no idea which direction to go. We need
sound facts, laid out in front of us, so that we can make the best
decision possible for our membership. Typically, emotionally
driven rants and raves, do not help us make sound decisions.
Sometimes emotions are necessary to emphasize an important
question or solution. Making decisions when we are angry or
upset never fairs well for anybody. We want to do what’s best
for our membership, to keep us all farming or ranching. We
need to maintain sound decision processes, to keep faith in
our resolutions to problems facing our industry. Resolutions

Montana Certified Seed
Conditioner Specializing In:

based on facts, not emotion. That is why it is so important to
have active membership and directors guiding us. All of your
opinions are strongly encouraged and will not go unnoticed.
We also need to have positive feedback, so we can continue
fighting the good fight!
One thing is for certain, if we let FEAR drive our lives, then
we are planning for failure. At that point, FAILURE is what
you will feel. Just remember the positives… it will rain again,
your bins will over-flow and good productive years are ahead.
It never happens as fast as we want it, but always remember to
keep the FAITH!

Family Ag
Business Solutions

• Reduce taxes by using
proper Ag Legal Structures

Bosch, Kuhr, Dugdale
& Brown, PLLP

• Full Ag Legal Services
(including Real Estate and
Business Transactions)

Attorneys At Law

• Succession Planning serving multiple generations

STEPHEN R. BROWN, JR | JAMIE VINES | KATIE KUHR

335 4th Ave, Havre MT 406.265.6706

Have Your Seed Cleaned
and Treated With

Cereal Grains, Grasses & Legumes
2022 Spring Seed Varieties

Additional varieties may be available.
Limited quantity on some varieties. Get your order in soon.

Wheat
Corbin (PVP)
WB9516 (PVP)
WB9719 (PVP)
SY Longmire (PVP)
AP Gunsmoke CL2 (PVP)
Vida (PVP)
Duclair (PVP)
Dagmar (PVP)

Barley

Buzz (PVP)
AC Metcalfe
Haymaker (PVP)
Lavina • Haxby
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HAVRE, MONTANA

Oats / Peas / Lentils

Avondale Lentil (PVP)
Richlea Lentil • Otana Oat
Delta Yellow Pea
AAC Carver Yellow Pea (PVP)
Hampton Green Pea (PVP)
Austrian Pea

Alzada Durum (PVP)
We Carry a Full Line of Alfalfa, Grass
and Cover Crop Seed
Custom Blending Available
BROWN FLAX &

MUSTARD SEED
AVAILABLE

WILD HORSE SEEDS
1-800-228-1928
1-800-228-1
1-800-2281928
1
9
928
28

www.wildhorseseeds.com

Associate

Dealer

Member

Member

Associate
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ON TRACK
Right To Repair
Lochiel Edwards, TTMS Group
Farmers spend the dark days of winter in many ways, depending
on their interests. There’s always the legend that farmers go
south or hang out at the coffee shop, with occasional meetings
to attend. Truth is, farmers, like any societal segment, are a
mixture of personalities and interests. I have peers who winter
in Arizona or spend a good deal of time socializing around the
bar or café or sporting events. Some others have a business on
the side, and spend the off-season with that.
I wasn’t born in our farm shop, but I was raised there. From
the time I could walk, my feet carried me to this center of
activity. With multiple family members in the business, this is
where I learned how people did or didn’t get along, how good
ideas were formed and sold, and, of course, how to repair or
manufacture machines.
Uncle Ethan joined the army right out of high school, and
they put him to work as a helicopter mechanic. By the time I
was old enough to toddle my way to the barnyard, Ethan was
back home and the master of mechanics in my little world. I
learned a lot from this beloved uncle, but his greatest gift was
the attitude, “if you can imagine it, you can build it; if someone
built it, you can repair it.”
Now that we had a decent mechanic at Edwardsfarm, my
father put up a pretty nice Quonset shop. This was a big step,
as the shop ‘til then was just a 20 by 20 repurposed homestead
shack with a dirt floor. I don’t think it even had electricity to it.
Nearly all of the tools were, of course, transferred to the new
building. All that was left in that old shack, as I recall, was a
barrel of molasses (??), a rudimentary vise, one hand-cranked
drill press and a large pedal-driven grinding wheel.
What, you might ask, could unsupervised children do with
these random items?
Turns out, the possibilities are endless. We made some pretty
keen swords and knives with scrap iron and that grinding
wheel. The vise proved to be very versatile, especially for
smashing things like rocks, metal and glass. (We never put
small animals in there.)
Molasses has a hundred uses, but in particular, gophers are
very attracted to it. We were always horsing around with
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gopher traps, and a dab of heavy molasses on the trip plate was
irresistible to the varmints.
But, what to do with that drill press? The cutting bits had all
gone to the new shop, and Ethan kept a pretty close eye on kids
borrowing stuff. Anyone charged with keeping things running
knows the value of good tools.
One of the best “tools” BNSF Railway uses to keep everything
on track is their ombudsman program, which originated in
Montana but has since expanded throughout their network.
These troubleshooters give customers efficient resolution to
problems that arise. Maia LaSalle recently stepped down, and
we thank her for all she has done. Her replacement will be
based in Sioux Falls and will cover the territory east of MT to
Wisconsin and south to Iowa. We are pleased to shift Montana
into the PNW group, and with that a new-to-us ombudsman,
our talented friend Roger Hsieh, working out of Portland.
A few years back, Edwardsfarm built a nice new shop. That old
Quonset was great for fifty years, but much of our equipment
had become too large to fit. I had dreams of outfitting it with
big fancy tools, but in the interim we just hauled in all the
1950’s stuff from the old shop. Time slips away, and after 20
years in our new home, I’m still using a lot of the same tools
my uncle taught me to use in the 50’s and 60’s.
Machinery repair has recently become exponentially more
complicated, however. With the advent of on-board computers
and satellite connection, we now deal with microvoltages,
software updates and quirks, signal wires and sensors. A
hammer can’t repair these. With the computer world’s tradition
of proprietary software, a new issue has come up in the ag
world- should farmers have the right to access the tools to
fix their own equipment? This has been lumped into what is
known as Right To Repair.
The tools in question are largely computer programs designed
to access diagnosis and tuning of engines, transmissions and
on-board operating programs. You can imagine how alienated
and powerless farmers are feeling, without access to these
programs. I think you can also imagine how horrifying it
might be to the manufacturers, letting untrained farmers muck
around inside finely tuned operating systems.
My father was a great business manager and builder, but I
learned very early to excuse him from mechanical repairs. He
just wasn’t wired to swing wrenches. While he certainly should
have had the right to repair, it would turn out wrong if he did.
Still, I support the current efforts of the Right To Repair
movement, because there will always be farmers out there with
the aptitude to use these tools wisely and expertly. Who knows,
maybe the manufacturers will even learn something from the
boots on the ground, just as the automobile industry learned
from gearheads in the sixties about performance enhancement.
Growing up with my siblings and cousins, we had little in the
way of toys and never gave it a thought. An endless supply of
toys and games could be found among the old scrap piles and
machinery accumulated in the first 50 years of the farm. One of
these games was for all but one to climb inside the old threshing
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machine, then the one still outside would
turn the drive pulley as fast as possible.
This created a thrilling experience for the
occupants, as the sense of movement and
danger built.
My cousin’s mother forbade this game,
but we were feral and played it regularly.
On one occasion, the screams sounded
a bit different and I stopped turning the
pulley to investigate. My cousin had
smashed his finger in something and
was hysterical. Blood was pooling under
a fingernail and everything hurts more
when you’re little.
Having some recent experience with this (a
mistake while setting a gopher trap), I had
empathy and a plan. Finally, a purpose for
that old hand-cranked drill press! I quickly
formed a committee to drag the injured
party into the blacksmith shop, while I ran
to the Quonset to swipe a drill bit.
My cousin may not have been thinking
straight, or maybe he was just very brave,
but I was impressed with how he held that
finger steady while I cranked that drill
down through the fingernail. A roughneck
would have been impressed with the
gusher when we cut through that cutin,
and the relief was immediate. My cousin
looked up at me with gratitude, as in a
scene from one of Aesop’s fables.
Of course, his mother noticed, and
everyone was in trouble. But I felt justified
with my Right To Repair.
Lochiel
can
be
locwards@gmail.com.

reached

at

First Load Of Tariff-Free
U.S. Wheat Arrives
In Vietnam
Following productive talks with the
United States last year, the Vietnamese
government eliminated a three percent
U.S. wheat import tariff on Dec. 30, 2021.
On Feb. 6, 2022, the first shipment of U.S.
wheat purchased without a tariff arrived at
port in Ho Chi Minh City, carrying more
than 68,350 metric tons of soft white and
hard red spring wheat grown in the Pacific
Northwest and Northern Plains.
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Montana Wheat and Barley Committee

Montana Wheat & Barley Committee
Newsletter
Nearly every year, the Montana State University Plant Sciences
and Plant Pathology Department releases new public crop
varieties. The goal of the new varieties is to continue improving
upon a long legacy of research and crop development in the
state. A good portion of the funding for these research projects
comes from your checkoff dollars.
The Montana Wheat & Barley Committee and Montana State
University Plant Sciences and Plant Pathology have teamed
up to add a bit more excitement to this year’s plant variety
releases. We have compiled a list of possible names for the four
new wheat and barley varieties and are asking for the public’s
help in naming them. Some of the names are clever while
others honor industry legends or locations
in Montana. The voting will remain open
until March 31st, 2022. Following the vote,
we will share the results.
Scan this QR code to vote or visit
MontanaWBC.com.
Buckwheat: A Hazard to Montana’s Export Markets
As farmers prepare for
spring
planting,
the
Montana Wheat and Barley
Committee is reminding
producers to ensure that
wheat shipments destined
for export are buckwheatfree. In light of the ongoing
global pandemic, food
safety has become one of the
most important factors for
purchasers of ingredients.
Montana exports 60-80%
of its wheat to countries
located in the Pacific Rim.
Since Asian countries are
large importers of Montana
wheat, it is important that
producers and handlers understand the serious health risk and
potential economic impact posed by buckwheat.
Tame buckwheat is a deadly allergen in Asian countries. It is
often compared to peanut allergies, carrying different levels of
reaction severity, ranging from mild to extreme. The United
States has taken precautionary measures to provide allergen
safety in labeling, such as zero tolerance for unlabeled allergen
exposure, which are the same efforts taken for exporting
food ingredients.
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The United States Department of Agriculture Natural
Recourses Conservation Service (USDA NRCS) has provided
guidelines on this issue:
• Use of buckwheat must be excluded from cover crops
plantings in rotation or adjacent to fields with wheat
production or abstain from growing wheat as a commodity
for 2 calendar years after planting buckwheat
There is ZERO tolerance for export elevator deliveries exposed
to buckwheat. Following an exposure, grain elevators may
extend their rejection to refuse future deliveries from certain
producers, meaning it is crucial that producers do not expose
their operation to buckwheat in any form.
To protect and foster the health and prosperity of the
Montana’s wheat and barley industry, the Montana Wheat
and Barley Committee is committed to educating producers
about the dangers of buckwheat in a small grains rotation
and surveying cover crop mixes across the state, including
volunteer situations.
Your Checkoff Dollars At Work
Montana State University Durum Breeding Program
2022 Objectives
-Sam Anderson
Funded by the Montana Wheat and Barley Committee since
2017, Dr. Mike Giroux’s durum program has a goal of
developing durum varieties that are adapted to Montana’s
growing conditions. Dr. Giroux and MSU Research Associate
Andy Hogg work to develop durum for the highly diverse
growing regions of Montana.
The durum lines in development are grown in replicated
trials. The trials are conducted at the Montana Agricultural
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Experiment Stations in areas where durum is grown. Some
trials are also grown at off station plots and planted and
harvested by the Northern and Eastern Ag Experiment Station
faculty and staff.
Seeds harvested from lines in the early and later stages of
cultivar development are then tested at the appropriate product
quality levels. Lines in the earliest stages of development
are assessed by measuring seed color, seed size parameters,

protein content, and
protein strength. Lines
in the later stage of
development
are
advanced to milling
quality tests along with
larger scale protein
strength tests.
Dr. Giroux’s program is
focused on the breeding objectives that are closely aligned with
what Montana producers want in a durum variety. The most
important traits to growers are yield, protein, standability, and
end use qualities. Dr. Giroux’s program is relatively new but
has already released three varieties, the standard height variety
Lustre, and two in 2022, the standard height MTD18348 and
semi-dwarf MTD18313. The quick turnaround to release
competitive varieties is a significant accomplishment and
reflects Dr. Giroux and Research Associate Hogg’s enthusiasm
for conducting research and releasing varieties that can
benefit growers.
“The new durum releases MTD18348 and MTD18313
have excellent yield under dryland conditions, good disease
resistance, pasta color and good protein strength,” said Dr.
Mike Giroux, Professor and Head of the Plant Sciences and
Plant Pathology Department at Montana State University. “The
durum program is now offering alternative tools for producers
Continued on page 10

MARCH 2022

9

Continued from page 9

7. See Dry Pea & Canola have ROTATION requirements.

such as the semi-dwarf line MTD18313 which offers earlier
flowering and maturity along with excellent standability and
yield. MTD18348 offers higher yield under dryland conditions
than currently grown varieties and excellent product quality.”

8. If you were paid under the WHIP program, FSA requires
that producer takes MPCI minimum of 60% level of
coverage for 2 years. Check if you need to buy up or add
a crop, if applicable.

Durum Breeding Objectives

9. For “Non-Insurable Crops” – ie annual grain for Forage –
Contact FSA for NAP by March 15.

1. Coordinate the durum intrastate yield trials.
2. Develop new breeding populations and conduct early
generation durum seed quality testing.
a. Measure product quality traits including seed size,
protein content, protein strength, seed, and meal color.
b. Selection for added value traits including pasta color
retention, low cadmium, and increased pasta firmness.
3. Carry out breeding projects to select high yielding durum
with excellent product quality adapted to Montana
growing environments.
a. Integrate improved sources of disease resistance and
product quality.
4. Develop and test semi-dwarf wheat with increased height,
yield, tillering, large seeds, and high protein content.

MPCI (Multi-Peril Crop Ins) Spring 2022
By Cunningham Crop Ins PC
1. MARCH 15 – SALES CLOSING DATE for Most
Spring Crops: Deadline to Add, Change or Cancel.
NOTE as Most PRICE elections are UP for 2022 – the
COVERAGE & PREMIUMS will be UP. Projected Price
Elections Calculating now TBA March 1: (As of 2/22/22)
conventional estimates: Barley $5.31; Spring Wheat
$9.08; Durum $9.33; Corn $5.87.
2. If you have “YP” Yield Plan on your policy – CALL your
agent to look at “RP” Revenue Plan. Gives a combination
of yield & price protection. 3/15 (cannot change wheat, if
WW seeded ).
3. SCO “Supplemental Coverage Option” (area based plan,
adds your level % to 85%). SCD 3/15
4. ECO “Enhanced Coverage Option” available, SCD
Spring Crops 3/15. ECO is an area-based plan that adds
an additional band of coverage from 86% to 95% of the
expected area average revenue or yield.
5. NEW ENTERPRISE UNITS by TYPE for certain crops
(wheat, Dry Peas) – SCD deadline, must have at least 20
acres seeded in 2 or more sections to qualify for Enterprise
Premium Discounts.
6. Options to look at: YA-Yield Adjustment; YC-Yield Cup;
YF- Yield Floor; QL- QUALITY LOSS; TA – Trend
Adjustment; Malt Barley Endorsement;
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From the State Capitol

State of Ag
By Governor Greg Gianforte
With spring approaching, I share
producers’ optimism for a new season.
I also recognize the challenges many of
you face, from increasing inflationary
pressures, to broken supply chains, to
lingering drought.
Amid historic inflation and a supply
chain crisis, earlier this year, Canada and the United
States reimposed vaccine and quarantine requirements for
cross-border truckers. This mandate has further disrupted
our broken supply chains, placing an extra strain on you
as producers, and is ultimately unnecessary. I led a call
with 15 other governors and the premiers of Alberta and
Saskatchewan to Prime Minister Trudeau and President
Biden to immediately reinstate vaccine and quarantine
exemptions for truckers. We must keep truckers on the road
to ensure your products get to market.
With the price of getting those products to market also on
the rise, it is time Washington, D.C. shows some fiscal
discipline and addresses inflation. Montana families are
paying 9-percent more for necessities today than they were
a year ago. We can’t afford to continue down this path. I’ll
continue to call on the federal government to get inflation
under control, while supporting policies here in Montana
that help you keep more of what they earn.
Advocating on behalf of your families and others across our
state that drive Montana’s top industry is one of my great
honors as governor. I’m thrilled to be joined in that effort by
the new director of the Montana Department of Agriculture,
Christy Clark. Many of you know Christy through her
work at the department and as a fifth-generation rancher
in Choteau. Christy shares my commitment to supporting
Montana’s grain growers and finding ways to add value
to your high-quality commodities. Know that both of our
doors are always open to you. Please don’t hesitate to reach
out to us.
On behalf of a grateful state, thank you for all you do
for Montana.
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Williams Confirmed to Lead US Fish
and Wildlife Service
Martha Williams, the former director of Montana Fish,
Wildlife and Parks, has been confirmed to lead the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service.
Williams worked as an attorney for Montana Fish, Wildlife
and Parks from 1998 to 2011, including on the state’s effort to
take over management of wolves.
She spent two years as a solicitor at the Department of Interior
before returning to teach at the University of Montana law
school. Williams led Montana’s wildlife agency from 2017
through early 2021.

Montana Department of Agriculture
Rolls Out Pesticide Container
Recycling Collection Point
Improvement Grant Program
The Montana Department of Agriculture (MDA) is now
accepting applications for the Pesticide Container Recycling
Collection Point Improvement Grant Program established to
assist with the installation, maintenance, and improvement of
collection sites structures throughout the state. The new grant
program protects Montana’s environment by keeping pesticide
container plastic out of landfills.
“Montana’s Pesticide Container Recycling Program has been
preserving the integrity of our state’s environment for over a
decade,” said Montana Department of Agriculture Director
Christy Clark. “The collection point improvement grants will
strengthen the program’s ability to continue providing these
valuable recycling services across the state.”
Up to $28,000 total is available through the Pesticide Container
Recycling Collection Point Improvement Grant Program
established with federal funds awarded to the Montana
Department of Agriculture by the Environmental Protection
Agency’s (EPA) Multipurpose State and Tribal Assistance
Grant (MPG). Applicants must match 20% of award funds to
be reimbursed for material, contracting, and labor costs. Full
grant program guidelines and applications are available on the
department’s pesticide container recycling program website.
Applications are due March 15, 2022.
Since launching in 2009, the Pesticide Container Recycling
Program has collected nearly 770,000 pounds of pesticide
container plastic in Montana. Current collection sites and
additional program information is available at agr.mt.gov.
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Get to know Chase Brady

What is your least favorite thing about farming?
Risk. Farming costs have become big money.

MGGA welcomes Chase
Brady as the new director for
District #5.

In your free time, what can we find you doing?
Spending time with my wife and kids. In the fall if we can
get away, you will find us in Bozeman cheering on the Bobcat
football team.

Where did you grow
up and where are you
currently living?

How did you find your way to MGGA?

I was born and raised on
the family farm northeast of
Fairfield, MT. My family
and I currently live there.

I owe the credit for this to past president Mitch Konen. Mitch
was the encouragement for both my membership and running
for the board in MGGA.
Is there something that has MGGA done for you and/or
your farm that you’d like to share?

How did you end up
becoming a farmer?
Farming was always in my blood. Growing up, all I wanted
to do was farm. Whether it be sitting in a tractor or changing
water, I was hooked. After graduating from high school, I had
the opportunity to lease some ground from a neighbor. That
was my start. Immediately after college, I returned to the farm.
What is your favorite thing about farming?
My favorite thing about farming is that no two days are the
same. Each day presents a new challenge. Farming has changed
drastically in the last 10 years. It is neat to see the evolution.

Time To Start Thinking About
Your Spring Seed Needs.
SPRING WHEAT

SY Ingmar* • SY Rockford* • Vida*
SY Longmire* • Dagmar*
BARLEY VARIETIES
Hockett* • AC Metcalfe*
Haymaker PVP Haybarley
OATS
OTANA
PEAS
Hampton Green Peas* • Marvel Chickpeas
Myles Chickpeas
Grass, Alfalfa and Spring Forages
Available! Schedule your forage
mixes early!

HSC Heartland
Seed Company

*PVP TITLE V

406-423-5600

101 Indian Butte Road Moccasin, MT 59462
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For my farm, MGGA was instrumental in securing the CFAP
2 payments. Also, in the past Montana legislature, the MGGA
leadership was involved in testifying to both defeat and pass
bills concerning water and irrigation. As our farm is 100%
irrigated, this representation is very important.
How’d you make the decision to become a board member
of MGGA?
This was a little bit more of a difficult decision for me. After
being approached by Mitch, my wife and I had to really sit down
and decide if this was a possibility. I had to make sure I could
balance time with a young family and prior commitments. In
the end we decided that becoming more involved as a board
member was a good step.
Any books or movies you’d recommend?
Remember the Titans. What a great movie.
What is one thing you’d like MGGA to know about you?
If there is anything I can do for the members, please feel free to
reach out. I am always eager to talk about problems, solutions,
and the future.

House Agriculture Hearing with
Undersecretary Robert Bonnie
In February, the House Agriculture Committee’s Subcommittee
on General Farm Commodities and Risk Management held a
hearing with the USDA Farm Production and Conservation
(FPAC) Undersecretary Bonnie to review farm policy.
During the hearing, Undersecretary Bonnie spoke about the
importance of crop insurance, ARC/PLC, farm loan programs,
pandemic assistance, and disaster relief programs that are
administered by the USDA. Additionally, Undersecretary
Bonnie highlighted the new Partnerships for Climate-Smart
Commodities that were rolled out the day prior.
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C AP I T O L C O M M E N T S

US Senator Jon Tester

Farmers have been able to make repairs on our equipment for a long time, but new technology and the adoption
of computer components in tractors have made these repairs nearly impossible.
Proprietary software and tools have limited your ability to diagnose problems and make quick fixes – and in the
middle of a tight planting season, time is literally money and breakdowns need to be fixed as soon as possible.
That’s why, last month I introduced my Agricultural Right to Repair Act, which will end the monopoly on the
repair market and finally give you the software and tools you need to make your own repairs. This bill will enable you to disable and reenable security locks to do your own diagnostics or maintenance. It also requires manufactures to make available any parts, software,
and tools that are needed for diagnostics, repairs, and maintenance – and if a manufacturer stops making a piece of equipment, my bill
puts the relevant patents and copyrights into the public domain to ensure that you can still keep it in working order.
This legislation will save you both time and money by giving you the ability to identify problems, make quick fixes, and get back on
your tractor, combine, or bailer. With your help, and the support of farmers and ranchers in Montana and across the nation, I’m looking
forward to gaining bipartisan support for this legislation and getting it across the finish line.

US Senator Steve Daines
Montana farmers are longstanding stewards of our lands and waterways—they shouldn’t be burdened with
more bureaucratic red-tape that would allow the federal government to regulate every pond, puddle, or ditch.
That’s why I’m continuing my fight to maintain President Trump’s Navigable Waters Protection Rule
(NWPR) and prevent a return to burdensome regulations like those imposed by the Obama-Biden Waters of
the U.S. Rule (WOTUS), which threatened Montana farmers. I have helped introduce legislation to maintain
President Trump’s NWPR and prevent a return to WOTUS and recently, the Supreme Court agreed to take
up a case soon that could have major implications on the Clean Water Acts enforcement and could invalidate part of the Biden
administration’s WOTUS proposal.
In response, I sent a letter to the Environmental Protection Agency and United States Army Corps of Engineers to suspend the
WOTUS rulemaking process, or at the very least, extend the comment period to ensure feedback from Montana farmers and
ranchers is incorporated. Montana farmers are understandably alarmed by the Biden administration’s attempted land grab, which
is why, as your voice in the United States Senate, I will continue pushing back against this government overreach and have the
backs of Montana farmers.

US Representative Matt Rosendale

As we prepare for growing season, I’m fighting in Washington to fix the supply chain crisis and inflation created
by the Biden Administration’s ineffective and growth-stifling policies.
Many of us have heard about the recent demonstrations in Canada where thousands of truckers are protesting
the vaccine mandates on travelers crossing the northern border. Trucks carry hundreds of billions of dollars in
goods across our northern border every year–contributing to our economy and providing essential supplies such
as agricultural inputs and propane. A vaccine mandate on these essential employees does nothing to further
public health. It only worsens the largest supply chain crisis we’ve seen in a generation. In response, I led 63 of my colleagues on a
letter to President Biden urging him to work with the Canadian government to reverse the mandate, and return to normal at the border.
Additionally, I’ve been busy on the House Natural Resources Committee working to reform the Endangered Species Act and oppose
plans to list the greater sage-grouse. Many Democrats on the committee don’t realize, or don’t care, that ESA designations also lock
up thousands of acres of “critical habitat”–preventing private landowners from fully utilizing their property. I strongly oppose these
regulatory takings. And I support keeping management with Montanans, not centralizing it in DC.
As your voice in the House, I will continue to stand against out-of-touch mandates and regulations while pushing for policies that
benefit Montana families, farmers, and ranchers.
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Taxation of Carbon Credits – Is it
this simple?
By Curt Barnekoff, CPA
Many of us who attended the 2021 MGGA Convention were
able to take in a great presentation on Carbon Credits that was
provided by Shelby Myers from the American Farm Bureau
Federation. I listened to Shelby’s talk with great interest,
hoping to obtain a “simple” understanding of the “carbon
credit” arena. Then I started thinking about the income
taxation of the credits. Even though it’s a relatively new thing,
it seems clear that carbon credits will become more prevalent
and common to our Montana producers.
There is very little official information in print that addresses
the income taxation of carbon credits. The Joint Committee
on Taxation presented a study in 2009 on the matter, and there
is an IRS Private Letter Ruling that was issued in 2012. Other
than those sources, all I’ve been able to find are a few articles
that attempt to outline the options and likely tax reporting of
the credits. To be clear, this article will address the taxation of
carbon credits that are received by a producer and then sold.
There is another type of credit called a 45Q credit. This is
a tax credit for businesses that build or buy equipment and
facilities that actually “capture” carbon. This article does not
address the 45Q credit. I will focus on the timing of when to
report the income, the character of the income and some cost
basis issues.
Obtaining a carbon credit and turning it into money is a multistep process. First the farmer must either do an activity that
reduces carbon in a qualified manner (planting a cover crop,
reduced tillage, reduced fertilizer or chemical applications), or
not do something (like not cutting down an existing tree stand)
that would create carbon. Then that needs to be recognized
by an entity that is authorized to award credits. The credit is
awarded and then usually sold for money right away.
In a carbon credit transaction that is awarded for activities
conducted by the farmer, turned into a credit and then the credit
sold immediately for money, the taxation is pretty simple. The
amount of money received immediately after receiving and then
selling the credit will merely be treated as ordinary business
income received by the farmer. No different than selling crops.
However, if the credit is not sold right away, will the farmer
be required to report income upon the award and receipt of the
carbon credit? The answer is most likely, yes. The receipt of the
credit is the trigger point for reporting income. The credit, which
has an identified value and in most cases is readily saleable on the
existing carbon credit market will be considered taxable income
at the time it is awarded. The farmer also receives a cost basis in
the credit equal to the amount of income reported. Then when
the credit is actually sold, this cost basis will offset the sale price
to determine if there is also a resulting taxable gain or loss on
the sale of the credit. This income, gain or loss will be reported
as business income. In limited circumstances, when it can be
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established that the credit is being held as an “investment” the
resulting gain or loss on sale of the credit could be considered a
capital gain or loss.
In the case of credits that are awarded for a farm to “not do an
activity”, such as not cutting or logging off a tree stand, the
type of income might be different. If the farmer is not in the
business of logging or forestry, then the award for not cutting
trees will probably be treated as rent income. In some ways
this could be similar to CRP contract income. We’ll need some
more guidance from the IRS on this circumstance.
In some cases, the farmer will incur expenses in their quest
to be awarded credits. If these expenses are ordinary farming
expenses such as planting a cover crop, then the expense
will be deductible as an operating expense of the business.
Likewise, expenses to verify qualifying activities for the credit
will be treated as an ordinary business expense. In some
cases, the expense might be of a nature that is required to be
capitalized and depreciated. An example of this might be a
rancher who needs to develop a more involved water system
and portable fencing as part of a rapid rotation grazing practice
to promote more rapid regrowth of the grass. In this case,
the cost of the water development and fencing would need to
be depreciated, and would be eligible for the Section 179 and
bonus depreciation write offs. Then the value of the carbon
credit would be reported as ordinary business income. At this
point, there is no authority to treat the value of the credit as
a direct offset to the cost of the capital improvements. That
treatment could be a possibility if Congress or the IRS take
actions to provide for that treatment.
I would welcome questions or dialog on this matter. It will
most likely become a more common issue as the carbon credit
activities increase in quantity and intensity. I can be reached at
barnekoffcurt@gmail.com.

House Agriculture Committee Farm
Bill Review Hearing
In February the House Agriculture Committee held a hearing
reviewing the conservation programs from the 2018 Farm Bill
with Farm Service Agency Administrator, Zach Ducheneaux,
and Natural Resources Conservation Service Chief, Terry
Cosby, testifying. During the hearing, Mr. Ducheneaux and
Mr. Cosby toted the hiring drives each agency has taken to
fill vacant positions and the number of services they have
performed since the start of the pandemic. They fielded
questions about a range of topics including cover crops and
regional diversity, the agency’s abilities to incorporate the
large increases in funding proposed in the Build Back Better
reconciliation bill, the efficacy of conservation programs
in achieving environmental outcomes, and the economic
feasibility of continuing programs. The House Agriculture
Committee will continue their review of the 2018 Farm Bill
next week with USDA Undersecretary Robert Bonnie.
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National Association of Wheat Growers

NAWG- Working For You
NAWG Attends Crop Insurance Annual Conference
NAWG’s Vice President of Policy and Communications, Jake
Westlin, participated in the commodity panel at the AACI/NCIS
Annual Crop Insurance Conference in Indian Wells, California.
The panel discussed the top issues that each organization is
facing, how we are preparing for the 2023 Farm Bill, and
how USDA’s focus on climate change and conservations have
impacted the priorities of ag groups in Washington, DC. In
regard to crop insurance discussion, Jake stated “Crop insurance
is one of our most important tools for our growers in terms of
protecting their yield as well as their revenue.”
NAWG CEO Comments on Snake River Dam Removal
NAWG CEO, Chandler Goule, made comments about the
ongoing debate regarding the proposal to remove four Snake
River dams. Goule stated that no language to breach any
dam has been proposed by any member of Congress. NAWG
representatives and other Snake River coalition groups met
with staff from the House Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure subcommittee representing waterways on
February 9, 2022. After meeting with Simpson last November
Goule stated that they did not come to an agreement but came to
an understanding that NAWG would work against this proposal.
NAWG Joins Groups in Seeking to Retain Lorsban
NAWG joined with other agricultural groups in legal action
seeking to retain the use of Chlorpyrifos/Lorsban. Last year,
EPA took action to revoke the tolerances (pesticide residues)
on food crops beginning on February 28, 2022. NAWG along
with several other commodity organizations took legal action
last week, asking the courts to base decisions on EPA’s own
science that determined the use of Chlorpyrifos met safety
standards. EPA had previously released proposals last year that
would allow for the continued use of Chlorpyrifos in wheat
production in certain states.
NAWG Joins Crop Insurance Letters
Last week, NAWG joined the Crop Insurance Coalition,
which represents farmers, lenders, ag input providers, and
conservation groups in sending letters to each chamber’s
Budget and Appropriations committees and the U.S.
Department of Agriculture and Office of Management and
Budget. In these letters, NAWG and others urged lawmakers
and the administration to protect crop insurance and oppose
cuts that would jeopardize the program.
NAWG Sends Letter to Secretary Vilsack on Disaster Aid
Implementation
NAWG sent a letter to U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, Tom
Vilsack, highlighting wheat growers’ challenges during
previous iterations of ad hoc disaster assistance programs. The
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letter emphasized the timeliness of getting this aid rolled out
and noted several past issues experienced by wheat growers in
earlier programs – like WHIP+ and QLA. The letter urges the
USDA to look at these issues when considering implementation
of the $10 billion in disaster assistance and thanks them for
their cooperation in addressing these issues in the past.

Snowpack Percentages Drop Slightly
in Most Montana River Basins Since
January 1
On the heels of a December which brought exceptional
moisture to the Treasure State, January largely lacked needed
precipitation. Monthly Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) SNOTEL site totals across Montana show
that January precipitation was below to near normal. “The first
week of the month looked promising. The mountains received
at least one to two feet of snow, but westerly flow brought high
pressure during the last three weeks in January,” said NRCS
Hydrologist Eric Larson. This made for clear skies, warmer
than normal temperatures, and below normal precipitation in
most river basins. Exceptions were the northern Whitefish
Range and Little Belt Mountains, which received snow near
the end of January.
“The good news is, the snow we received during the first week
of January really cushioned the snowpack for the later portion
of the month,” said Larson. Overall, the current snowpack as a
percent of normal is down slightly since Jan. 1, but significantly
better than it was on Dec. 1. Several river basins did see small
increases in percentages, but it was mostly due to the snow
received early in the month. In general, the snowpack west
of the continental divide is better than it is east of the divide.
As of Feb. 1, all major basins have a below normal snowpack
except for the Lower Clark Fork, Kootenai, and St. Mary’s
River basins.
Even though the La Niña weather pattern circulation is likely
to continue for a few more months, the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Climate Prediction
Center outlooks are not particularly promising for Montana.
The one-month outlook gives an elevated chance of above
normal precipitation across most of the state, but as we found
out in January that is not a guarantee. With two-three months
remaining in the typical snow accumulation season there is still
time to make up for deficits. “Most locations are still only one
large storm short of a normal snowpack,” said Larson. Normal
to above normal snowfall over the next several months will
be necessary to reach normal snowpack peak levels in April
and May.
A full report of conditions on Feb. 1 can be found in the monthly
Water Supply Outlook Report available on the Montana Snow
Survey website. In addition, real-time snow survey data can be
found at www.mt.nrcs.usda.gov under Snow Survey.
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